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THE AYUDHAMS OF MAHA VISHNU
In each of these volumes dealing with the Vaishnavite Divya
Desams series, an introductory chapter dealing with a general
topic on Vaishnavism was presented. In the first volume, there
was a chapter dealing with temples in general and another on
the divine qualities of Maha Vishnu. In the second volume, the
general chapter presented a pen picture of Mahalakshmi with
select Lakshmi stotrams and their meaning in English. In this
volume, a brief account will be given of the panchayudhams of
Maha Vishnu with special emphasis on Sudarsana Chakra.
Maha Vishnu has pancha ayudhams i.e. five weapons.
They are the discus known as Sudarsana, the conch known as
pancha janyam, the mace (gadha) known as Kowmodaki, the
sword known as Nandaka, the bow known as Sarnga. A genuine
doubt may arise whether God, who is the Creator of the world,
the Preserver and the Destroyer needs weapons. Actually, the
Alwars look upon these weapons more as ornaments for the God
and loose themselves in praising these weapons of the Lord. He
is verily an astra bhooshana. The ayudhams are the symbolic
tools He uses to achieve His objectives.
Amongst all the ayudhams^Chaktrattalwar is the most pow-
erful. It is believed that these panchayudhams are nitya suris
who are protecting the Perumal and keeping a watch over Him
all the time ready to rush at His behest, to achieve His spoken
wish and unspoken thoughts.
Parasara while describing Vishnu in Vishnu Parana says
that the intellect exists in Madhava in the shape of His mace. The
Lord holds the two-fold divisions of egotism into elements and.
organs of sense, in the shape of His conch shell and bow. He holds
in His hand in the shape of chakra, mind, which is the strength
of all and excels wind in its flightThe bright sword of Achyuta
is symbolic of holy wisdom and is used to tear the scabbard of
ignorance of His devotee. Even the ornament Vaijayanthi the
necklace worn by Vishnu which contains five precious gems viz.
pearl, ruby, emerald, sapphire and diamond represents the five
elements viz. sky, air, fire, earth and water. Thus,, the lotus